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TIM JEFFREYS 
First Prize, Poetry 
NEARLY (A Sonnet) 
I could, for you, compose a line 
Of Carpe Diem verse. 
But it would be like bitter wine 
And you I'll not coerce. 
No! I will not, as I've seen done, 
Laugh and heap on you derision. 
I, with love, will see you won 
And you'll be sure in your decision. 
Yes, I could say that time won't wait, 
But Marvell's not my style. 
And though I'm in distressing state 
In silence will I stay-a while. 
And you will take your own sweet time 
And not be moved by trick of rhyme. 
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